
 SYMBOLISM, MOTIFS & COLOR IN OSAGE ART - LIST 

• symbol - something that stand for itself and something else 

• motif - a shape or design that occurs repeatedly 

Some MOTIFS - Symbolic designs - (these are some common symbolic 
meanings, but some meanings can vary widely.  Also different clans have their own specific 
symbols, i.e. paw - Bear Clan) 

o zig-zag line - lightning 
o steps-up & down design - thunder 
o arrow - protection, the hunt 
o diamond - man’s life 
o triangles - teepees 
o hearts - mating swans, new life 
o flowers - nature, beauty 
o eagle feather - creation, sacred breath - wind 
o pipe - peace & friendship 
o horse - prosperity 
o hand - touch, wearer’s identity 
o cross (plus sign) - four winds  
o star - star, nighttime 
o circle - moon, sun, community   
 

Symbolic COLORS: 
o Red - earth, day, life,  blood of life, sun, fire, energy and power 
o Green - grass, rebirth, enduring life 
o Yellow and light colors - sunlight, prosperity  
o Blue - courage, lightning, night, sky people clan 
o White - sky, peace 
o Black - earth (soil), smoke, death, night and moon 
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